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The Spiritual Factor in 
National Life 


T HKRK are two tliiiiKs in wliieli we heartily believe 
today. One is siiirituality and the other i.s nation 
alisin. But these two essentials of modern life stand 
in most ways contrasteil one to the other. We 
have not yet quite managed to live a life of righteousifess 
before Ood and yet at the same time one of harmless 
ness to man. Our own Im|ieriul poet, Kipling, hits well 
summed up this eontrast between profession and aetioii. 

I’e.-iee on earth and (ioodwill to men — 

So greet we Christmas Day, 

Oh, Christian, take your gun and then. 

Oh, Christian, out and slay. 

That is moilern eivilizatiou with its two eontrasted 
elements, the ideal wliieh we preach and our practical 
application of it. We have not yet decided whether to 
make a success of life as the best equipped and most de¬ 
structive of the animals, or as the least capable of ideal¬ 
ists. On the whole, we take as an axiom in life that 
men will succeed best, like the animals, by subscribing 
to the doctrine of the survival of the fittest. .411 our 
ecoiioinic organization is based iiiion that principle, and 
therefore we admire the strong man. We put up statues 
to builders of Kmpires, and we ignore the loss of life 
and the cruelties which Knipirc building brings in its 
train. We always consider strength the supreme factor, 
for it brings wealth and position, and we admire strength 
in the individual and the nation. But having accepted 
the doctrine of the animal, we are not consistent. We 
ought in theory to destroy all that is useless a<nd weak. 





lint w'v jn'otoi't iTipples; we allow the hliinl to exist; 
we oujjlit to jjet rid of all our old people as ineftieient in 
life. As animals, we are extremely sentimental. On the 
other haml, as religious people, as those who profess a 
real hleal, we are certainly not consistent, because the 
moment you present the ideals of the Christ to any busi- 
jiess man he says, “That is all very well; but business 
is business.” Kvery where this difficulty confronts us. 
Let me read you a <|Uotation wliich exemplifies what is 
haj)penin^ constantly. (ieorjje Macdonald thus describes 
a type of individual which is not rare: 


ft Ik milch cHHicr to oersinule inHii that (io<l care> for 
certain observances, tlian that He cares for simple honest.v 
nn<l truth ami gentleness ami luvinte kindness. The man 
who would shudder at the idea of a roujch word of the de¬ 
scription commonly called swearing, will not even have a 

twinjce of conscience after a whole morninp f>f til-tempered 
sullenness, capricious scohlin);. villainously unfair animadver 
sion, or surly cross-Krained treatment jrenerally of wife ami 
children! Such a man will omit neither family worship 

nor a sneer at his neighbour. He will neither milk his cow 

on the first day of the week without a Sabbath mask on 
his face, nor move it while he waters the milk for his cus- 
turners. Yet he may not he an absolute hypocrite. What 
cun be done for him, however, hell itself may have to deter¬ 
mine. 

All (iiir iiioilcrii life is th:it, and tliat is tin- reason 
wliy it is so su|ireinely iliftienlt for anyone, who lias a 
s])iritn:il ideal to offer, to present it witli nny likeliliood 
of its full .aeceptanee. lie does not know how to re>;ard 
Ills henrers, wliefher to renanl them .as frankly aeeeptin>; 
the gospel of the brute, or ns frankly aecepting the gos¬ 
pel of Christ. Let me read you anothor (juotalioii, one 
from Ituskin, who met tliis difficulty all the time: 


Kor if you address any avernice m<ulern Knelish company 
as helievinfc in an eternal life, and endeavour to draw any 
conclusions from this assunuMl belief as to their present 
bti.siness, they will forthwith tell you that what you say is 
very heantifiil, but it Is not practical. If, on the contrary, 
you frankly nddresa them as unbelievers in an eternal life, 
and try to draw any consequences from that unbelief, they 
immediately hold you for an accursed person, and shake off 
the dust from their feet at you. .Vnd the more I thoueht 
over what ( hail jrot to say. the less I found 1 cotihl say it. 
without some reference to this intangible or intractable part 
of the subject. It made all the difference, in assertintp any 
principle of war. whether one assumed that a discharire of 
artillery would merely knea<l <|own a certain quantity of clay 
into a level line, as in a brick-Held; or-whether, out of every 
separately ('hristian named portion of the ruinous heap, there 
went out. into the smoke and dead-fallen air of battle, some 
astonished condition of soul, unwillingly released. It ma<le 
all the difference in speakintc of the possible range of com¬ 
merce, whether one assumed that all bargains related t*nly 
to visible pr<»perty—or wbetlier property, for the pre-^ent in¬ 
visible. but nevertheless real, was elsewhere purchaseable 
•on other terms. 


4 



Now tlint is friiiikly the |)r(il)lcm of ino<lcrii civiliza 
tioii, aiul it is therefore iiccessjiry to iiave some fiiiidii- 
mentui ideas as to what eoiistitutes real civilization. We 
arc all the time trying to put our national houses in order, 
hut we have not yet recognized what are the principles 
of true reconstruction. We think that the Nationalist 
])arty or the laher.al party or the ('onservative party or 
the Labour p.arty may have some kind of cure. We !ire 
always looking for remedies from various jmlitical juirties, 
hilt it has not yet da'wiieil u))on anyone that there is a 

(iod’s party, and that (<od may have a platform for hu¬ 
manity just as any political party. 

My aim is to show you that (lod has a party, that 

lie too has a platform for the bringing of the (iolden 

.\ge. But before we can understand the spiritual fac¬ 
tor in life, we have first a'lid foremost to reconstruct 

our idea about Ood. Kor as you think of (lod, so is your 
conduct to man. If you think of (lod as a tyrant, as a 
God of vengeance, you in return will be tyraiiiiica! and 
revengeful towards your weaker neighbour. If you think 
of God us a (|uiescent God in heaven, looking over heav¬ 
en’s bannisters to see how the world is getting on, you 
too will look over the bannisters of your house to see 
how the other jieoide are arranging the world. The 
trouble with Christian civilization is that the God of 
orthodoxy is a static God. The reconstruction of life 
will only begin when we realize thait God is a dynamic 
God, supremely God the Worker, not the God who is doing 
nothing except surveying the world spread out before 
Him. 

We have to start with the conce|ition that this uni¬ 
verse is not ]ierfect, and that God does not intend it to 
be perfect now. lie certainly is omnipotent, but if He 
wanted this universe to be absolutely jierfect now in all 
its details. He would have created it so. If then there 
is imperfection, there must be a reason, and the reason 
is that out of imperfection He is going to bring perfec¬ 
tion. .\nd how? He has sent ns into the universe, and 
we are here to work so as to reveal His omnipotence. I'li- 
til you ami I can reveal God's oninipoteiice, God is not 
omnipotent, and the universe will still be filled with evil. 
But as you and I and each individual realize that there 
is something divine within us, and as we also understand 
that God is the Worker, then there- is the |iossibility of 
bringing heaven here U|ion earth. 

Let us think of God not as one who made a mechan 
ism of the universe which He wound up to go towayds its 
end, but rather as a great Scientist, a great Organiser, 
a great Kx|ierinienter who has begun a scheme which He 
knows is not perfect, wherein He constantly meets with 



obstacles anil ilitliculties, but for which He has a plan 
Ilf perfection, and so all the time is seeking helpers, and 
all the time ilesires anxiously that thousands upon thou¬ 
sands should come and work with Him so that His ideal 
jdaii may become realized. From such .a conception of 
Ood as a dynamic God, and from the need that He has in 
His scheme of each one of us, there follows logically that 
your life and my life here is not an examination room 
to test whether we shall be fit after we die to go to 
heaven or hell, but rather a laboratory where We aire 
to reveal by work our divinity. Kach one of us is born 
into life to so reconstruct our mental, moral and ethical 
nature that in all our thoughts, feelings and actions we 
shall be mirrors of divine perfection. K.ach of us is 
born for that jiurpose, and since, .as we are born, we are 
idaced in nations and races, it is not such a far-off sup- 
jiosition that each nation has a work to do in the world 
to reveal divinity. Therefore a nation is not a mere 
aggregation of people coming together to protect them 
selves against aggression, and to survive as long as they 
can in a struggle for existence, but rather a body of po¬ 
tential workers grouped together in order that through 
them the nature of God may reveal itself. .lust as a 
jirism of glass will break up the blinding white light of 
the sun till we have the iirismatic colours, ju.st .as .all 
their shades are reflected on all sides of us, so are the 
mteny nations of the world. Think of God as a Splen¬ 
dour which no man can gaze upon lest he become blind¬ 
ed: then God’s splendour of perfection is partially revealed 
in nation after nation, in civiliz.ation after civilizaton. 
By seeing the w.ay in which mankind reveals the hidden 
nivinity, we gain some idea of God. 

How is each individu:il, as each nation, to reveal the 
divine within him? The method is mutual service. It 
is not by kneeling and praying, not by going to some 
jiarticuhar place like a church where we think we are 
nearer to God. but by our recognition that God’s plan 
for .-ill of us is to helji each other by mutual service, 
that the perfection which He desires for mankind will 
come. It will come not by the appearance of great Sav¬ 
iours who will perform a miracle and make heaven upon 
earth, but by each one of us understanding in wh:it way 
we can perform that miracle by a united joint effort. 

We are born, then, to taike part in the great plan of 
God, to bring every ideal which He has to realization, 
and the method of work is mutual service. .\nd if you 
take that as the axiom, that God sends us into life to 
understand His plan and to co-operate with Him, then 
you will see the reason for all the various occupations of 
men and for the v:irieties of their race, religion and type 
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ill tlie world. Humanity is divided into moii and women, 
that is, into two types of eonseiousness, of feeliii);, think¬ 
ing and doing. Why are there the.se two types? If (lod 
wants only some kind of sexless angel, why did He not 
make us so? If there are men and women, it is because 
these two types of thought and feeling aie required in or- 
<ler to bring about the perfection of Hod’s plan. There 
is family life, with fathers, mothers and children. Why 
these relations between menf Obviously because by those 
relations something of the divine plan is real¬ 
ized. The father is necessary, the mother is neces¬ 
sary, because through the birth and reairing of 
the children the divine plan can be a little more 
realized; children are necessary, and their duty towards 
their elders is essential, becjiuse through filial actions 
the plan of God comes to fulfilment. As civilization 
develojis, we find on all sides of us occupation after oc¬ 
cupation; men and women specialize in various forms of 
activity, because each .specialist enables a release of the 
cultural power in a peojde. Once upon a time when men 
were savages, all the males were fighters. .Vfter a time 
only a few males were called upon to take up the work 
of defence, and the rest instead of going out and fight¬ 
ing, helped the tribe in other ways. Some began: to 
cultivate the ground, others to construct, weave, teach or 
heal. One by one through specialization civilization de¬ 
veloped. 

If our first axiom is true that God is a Worker, that 
lie is directing all things, then obviously there can be 
nothing of chance in life. As mankind develops one type 
of organization after another, they all come as part of 
a divine [dan. Ther are many types of workers in .a 
nation, but the ma.jority are the manual workers. After 
them come the distributors of resources, the merchants; 
then come the administrators, the legislators and the men 
in the various Government departments who must see to 
the smooth working of the machinery of government. We 
h.-ive too the heaters, the teachers, and the priests. Func¬ 
tion after function slowly develops, .and we find that they 
are all necessary. As we look at these functions, these 
jirofessions and occupations, we find that all men and 
women are not c!ri)able of working in all of them. Some 
men are far better at manual labour than at buying and 
selling: some have an aptitude for admin\^tr:ition which 
they do not have for teaching. We find there are in¬ 
equalities of capacity and of character. 

Xow we must face the fact that these ine((ualities 
are necessary in life. It is beautiful to preach the equal¬ 
ity of man. But there is no such thing as equality in 
life, excejit the e(|uality of our own divine origin and of 



its ultimate realization. But a.s men and women mani¬ 
fested liere on earth, who have a work in life to do, we 
are distiiietly uue()ual in faculty. One reason for the 
ine<iuality is that, at any given moment in life, all man¬ 
kind as souls are not of the same age. There are old 
souls anil there are young souls, and the old souls are 

those who are able to grasp life in a larger w3iy, and 

especially those who are capable of greater sacrifice. It 
is that cjiiality of sacrifice in a man or a woman which 
gives you the indication whether he or she is a mature 
.soul, or only a child soul just come forth from God who 
is beginning to ex|>erinienf with life for the first time. 

While, then, inequality is a fact, yet everyone of us 
is needed in the scheme. Kven if what we bring us a 
contribution is small, becaiuse our capacity is small, yet 
there need be no inequality in the spirit with which we 

offer. So far as the great divine scheme is concerned, 

the offering of a child has as necessary a work to do as 
the offering of a genius. In an intricate mechanism a 
tiny wheel is just as necessary as a great driving wheel. 
It is not the size of the offering which matters, but the 
sjiirit of the offering. Therefore when we look round at 
the world and see genius at one end of the human lad¬ 
der, and sim|)le-minded men and women restricted by their 
limitations and caiiiable of little at the other end, we know 
that both are necessary in the divine scheme, because, 
however low and humble a child soul nniy be, he too is 
also capable of the finest spirit of offering. This is 
the ancient truth which is taught us by George Herbert: 

.\11 may of Thee partake, 

Nothing can be so mean. 

Which with this tincture ‘‘For Thy sake,” 

Will not grow bright and clean; 

A servant with this clause 
Makes drudgery divine. 

Who sweejis a room as for Thy laws 
Makes that and the action fine. 

And so we have the great principle that all men are 
needed in the plan of God with their offerings of mutual 
service. 

Let us now turn to consider national life. There 
are just a few leading ideas which are not now recog¬ 
nized but which need very clear recognition, and one 
of them is this, that an unseen injury is more potent than 
a seen injury, both in individual life and in natiunal 
life. We imnisli the doer of an injury which we can 
see, but we do not take into account the injury which is 
done by thought because we do not see it. We let the 
business man, who plans all kinds of unscrui>ulous things 
but does not break the law, go free, and we honour 



Iiini for the wc.-iltli lie :ii-(iiiires, liut we liniij; the weiik- 
ininded iiioii who is not able to eoiitrol himself and who 
ill a fit of aiij;er kills another. But we have to realize 
as fiinilaiiiieiital in national life that an injury whieh is 
|danned, though not aeeoni]dished, is as |>owerful an in¬ 
jury as that done visibly. And this has to be a|i)ilied 
to national life. 


Our binijest failure in eivilizatioii is this, that we ae- 
eejit the teaehings of our reliKious Kouiiders for the in¬ 
dividual but not for the nation. But God is not nioeked,. 
and that whieh we sow we reap. Bet me take two in- 
stanees to show you how nations .sow and reap. Take first 
a little nation like Switzerland, thal has an army defenee 
only and is bound never to send it outside Switzerland. This 
little iieojde, made up of three raves, German, Kreneli and 
Italian, have a united life; they took an opjiortunity 
whieh eanie to them many years a);o. for they orj;anized 
all the work in the world to-day whieh we eall the Hod 
Cros.s. It was Switzerland whieh took the lead in that 
healing work for the world. Vears jiass, and that 
bread east upon the waters eonies bark to Switzerland, 
;ind the land of that little jieople beeoiues the home of 
the Be;i(;ue of Nations. .\ll men's thoughts will be- 
eonie more and more direeted to Switzerland, for tluit 
land is beeoniiiiK the ventre of a world orj{auization. On 
the. other side let us take our British Kmpire, whieh a 
eentury ano did a nia(;nifieent tliinj;. It abolished slav¬ 
ery, not by defrauiliiiK the owners of the value of the 
slaves, as was done in Anieriea mid Russia, but by frank 
reeojrnition that slavery was ineonsistent with British in¬ 
stitutions. At the same time no one was made to suffer 
beeau.se an old institution was lo *•'' abolished, and 

so over twenty millions were voted by the British |ieople 
to re imburse the slave owners in the British Colonies. .\ 
good thiiif; was done in the rijjlit way, and as the result 
of that, the bread east upon the waters eanie baek in Op¬ 
portunity after opportunity for eolonial expansion, for 
plantiiif; the ideals of Empire. But if you eould reaul 
the unwritten history of ex|iansion of the British Empire, 
how people after people who lived in the lands where 
God had jdaved them were wiped out or had their lands 
taken from them as the Enijiire expanded, if you eould 
know all the eruelties whieh were done by the early set¬ 
tlers in the name of jilantiiif; of the flag, then you would 
understamd how that bread east upon the waters eonies 
baek ill the eoiiditions of sueh a eity as London, the 
ventre of the Empire, the eapitnl of the riehest nation 
in the world, where there is seareely a street but within 
.1 ipiiirter of a mile of it, you ran find a sliiiii, where a.s 


p 



you go along streets full of luxury ami splomloiir, you 
find men and women iij the gutter begging to buy a loaf 
of bread. The heart of the Kmi>ire is the richest na¬ 
tion in the world, and yet about one-tenth of that nation 
is verging on starvation .all the time. For goo<l done by 
England, the return is opportunity of Empire; for evil 
done, the return is misery and degrad.ation at the very 
heart of Eini)ire. .\s is the bread east upon the waters, 
so is the bread which the divine tide returns. 

bo theu the first thing which we must realize is this, 
that whatever is done by the individual or by the nation, 
brings its effect for good or evil, and that every injury 
done to a fellow-man or to a nation, whether in the name 
of imlividu.al or national necessity, brings in its train an 
evil K.arma. From that it is obvious that the in.iury of 
one is the injury of all. W’e have not realized that prin- 
cijde, though Christ t.aught it to us two thousand years 
ago. Look at the business in each city. All business men 
have liberty “within the law’’ to exploit the weaknesses 
of their fellow citizens. It is a question of “each for 
himself and the devil take the hindmost.’’ That is the 
perfectly frank gospel of our institutions. We have not 
at all realized that all men are a chain, and that to per¬ 
mit at one end of the chain the rich man and woman glory¬ 
ing in a- luxurious life and at the other end the jioor man and 
woman toiling and slaving as a drudge is to injure every 
link in the chain in between. The exploitation of any 
single human being in the nation is the injury of the 
whole nation. We are apt to think that if we have mil¬ 
lions in our national budgets, then the nation is thriving. 
Xo one inquires, at the same time when ministers bring 
forw.-ird budgets, how many men and women have lost 
golden opportunities in life during the year because none 
were given to them of self-expansion. We think noth¬ 
ing of that phase of life, for we only see one part. But 
the great principle is that the good which I do does not 
bring hajipiness to myself only, but to all the myriads in 
the land, and that the evil which T plan or do does not 
return evil to me .alone but to all my fellow-men. Every¬ 
one of us helps or hinders the race of which he is a 

I'.'irt. 

There comes from this another great principle which 
is just dawning on the consciousness of nations. It is 
th.-it. in doing a good piece of work, it is better to do it 
with another, even if slowly, than alone by oneself and 
swiftly. We are too individual; we do not like to mingle 
with people except now and then. Business men are 
suspicious of what is called collectivism or communism. 
They bring all kinds of arguments against men working 
together because thej- hold the individual’s freedom is • 
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haudk-iipped. But the individual’s freedom must be lim¬ 
ited, seeing; that he is only one link in a chain. We can¬ 
not allow one link to be rusty without running the risk 
of the neighbouring links of the chain becoming rusty 
also. !iiid so spreading rust throughout the chain. There¬ 
fore there is Ji great spiritual jirinciple which we have 
all to learn and of which some of us idealists must be¬ 
come examides to others; the principle is th.at it is better 
.-ilways to find others with whom to work than to work 
by ourselves. Hemember what Christ said, “Where two 
or three are gathered together in My Name, there am T 
in the midst of them." If in the name of God or Christ 
you will work with another, if in the name of Humanity 
you will work with others, in the home, in business, it 

does not matter where is the place or what is the work, 
you will do more for civilization than you know. 

-■Ml these ideals are especially needed to-day, because 
the World Spirit is attempting something magnificent 
now, and that is to bring the whole world to a realization 
of .a collective life. The nations must step out of the 
ilarkness of individualism and work together .as one 
World, as one Federation of peoples, no longer fighting 
each other as units with no common interests :is human 
beings, but as the children of one God, as the embodi¬ 

ments of one glorious Humanity. One step towards this 
federation of the world is the federation of peoples called 
the British Umpire. Whether we shall make a success 

of th:it Km])ire or not, God only knows, because if there is 

one thing certain it is this, that the British Umpire is’ 
not British, for four-fifths of it .are the coloured peojdes. 
But the one-fifth has not realized that fact, and .vet upon 
their realization, and upon fair and ,iust dealing from 
the minority which holds the power to the majority which 
is ])Owerless will rest the success of that institution. 

But side by side with that institution, which can be 
a tremendous imwer for good if we make a siiece.ss of it, 
is the League of Nations. This is the new attempt by 
the World Sjiirit to prevent wastage of every kind—wast- 
.age of force and material in building armies and navies, 
wastage of economic force in competition and exploitation, 
wastage of brains in the w,ay in which each nation works 
selfishly upon its own lines, instead of trusting other 
nations with its discoveries. .\n itttempt is being made 
to bring the whole world together on .-i common founda¬ 
tion of humanity. 

Now, in this s|>lendid attempt by the divine plan to 
federate the world, each of us is needed. There is a very 
striking truth which has in it a profound inspiration, .and 
it is that a man is invincible when he knows he can never 
work alone. It is the man who says “God and I" who 
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iiiilki's a siifcoss of life, though tliat belief eaa also make 
him the greatest eharlataii. The latter was the ease with 
the (termaii Kmperor with his “T and God.” Vet he at 
tenijited a fine thing, whieh none of us can attem]>t until 
we have the daring to presume that God needs us in His 
])lan. So .many of us are content to go on as weaklings, 
to remain as pawns in a game which someone else plays. 
But God is in very truth with us if you and I find out 
what is our role in the city, in the nation, in humanity, 
what is that [larticular piece of work which is waiting 
for us in the divine plan. Every one of us is needed in 
the ]ilan; not the least e<iuipi)ed man or woman but has 
something to give which is uecess.ary for the success of 
the great plan. 

How are we to find our role, for on the finding of 

what is our part in' the plan depends the true realization 

of life for each of us? Shall we find it in church? Per¬ 
haps. Shall we tind it in a lecture hall ? Perhajis. There 

are many ways of finding. But e.-ich must find for him 
self. Do not acce])t the work given to you by another, 
excejit during the time .vou are looking for your own; 
always seek till you find. I can suggest some ways, which 
perhaps will be useful for some of you, to find out what 
is that particular thing which is nearest to your hand, 
which you can do, which is necessary in the great plan. 
Go from the haunts of men and let the breezes blow 
round you, let the influences of tin- air and the sea ami 
the e:irtli and all the little whisperings of the leaves speak 
to you, and (piietly watch and listen if you do not get :i 
suggestion from within you of what is the next thing 
you can do. Remember, you must not ask for something 
magnificent to be done next ye:ir or ten years hence, when 
yon will be a great genius, but ask what is the next thing 
which you can do as your contribution to the great work. 
It may be something to be done in the home, something 
to be done in the ottice, in your relation with your fellow- 
men. Or go :inil watch children playing, look at them, 
open your heart to them, enjoy their l>lay, even though 
you do not take a part in it. .\nd then stu- if there iloes 
not come some suggestion, once again of what you can do 
just where you are, for the divine |)lan. Or go and help 
someone who is suffering. Relieve his jiain and his mis- 
t*ry, with a word, with a deed, .and .after you have done 
th:it, then see if the great plan of God does not point out 
to you something else to do. 

Each of you can find }-our part in the gre.at plan. 
You are all seeking peace, but seek ])eace in action. Do 
not imagine that the spirit of God will only sjieak when 
you are in your closet kneeling and praying. His voice 
will speak in the thunderstorni, it will speak to you in 



till" ro.ir of trjiflii- of a xroat city. Hut in order tliat 
Ills voice may speak to you, you must ctiaiiffc your sjiirit 
<if life from asking tilings of life into a* spirit of doing 
witl'out. .Ml our evils and sufferings come because we 
are eternally asking, always wanting things of life. When 
we train ourselves to be content with the few things . 

which we have, then we shall be at peace. For the mes¬ 
sage of God is always near and easily audible. Do you 
want health? Forget all about your ill health, and send 
a kindly thought to another who is miserable or on a bed 
of pain, and then in place of those longings for health 
you will soon find peace in action. It is by finding that 
inner world that you will bring the realization of heaven 
upon earth, for yourself as for all mankind. 

Each nation can be made the mirror of divine 
thought and feeling. You and 1, if we live rightly, earn 
so change this city that God will be realized by men, 
not only in church but also in the home, in the ferry, in 
the tram, in the office. There will be no place where 
some man or woman may not suddenly come to the real- , t 
ization of the 8]>lendour of life which is ]iouring out of ^ e^’' 
the Divine upon your heart aind mine. These things 
are possible if you aind 1 begin the work. But the trouble 
with life is that we wait for someone else to begin. We ‘ 
say, “What can I do? I am limited; I have not much 
faculty: 1 have not much influence, I cannot do such 
and such things. Let people who have the power begin.’’ 

But that is the mistake we make. If you and I will 
begin, just where we are with our limited faculties, with 
the few capacities which we have, then we shall make a 
centre of divine force, and as slowly that centre becomes 
stronger, it will call out other centres into being. Gift 
of the mouths of babes comes wisdom, said the Christ; 
so out of the hearts of men and women of little faculty 
but of great aspiration will come the great centres of in- 
sjiiratioii for the whole world. 

This is national life, where each individual recognises 
that he must become the centre of divine radiance, so 
that God’s will is mirrored in all the activities of men, 
in the city, jn the nation. There is a spiritual factor in 
life, which is to bring God into all the things of life, 
into the home, into our play, into our politics and busi¬ 
ness. He is waiting to associate llis wisilom, llis strength 
and llis beauty with all our occupations, at all times and 
in all |)laees. If only men could understand how within 
Him all live and move and have their being, how He 
knows every tr.-ilgedy and feels with it, how He plays with 
each child and delights in the chibl. how He looks into 
men’s hearts and blesses the glory there, their ideal, and 
how He tenderly nurses all their weaknesses till thev be- 
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come strong, then they would learn to greet Him in the 
street, in the home, in the office, on the ferry, in the train. 
All of us so greeting Him ea»i make the perfect nation 
where God is in all, where God is known by all, where 
there is nothing else but God manifesting in heaven and 
on earth, God manifesting in man, God manifesting in 
the sky. Such a national realization is possible, if you 
and 1 will understaind what we are and will do our part, 
without waiting for another to lead the way. 
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